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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily and properly confirm 
contents of moving picture data. 

SOLUTION: A moving picture storage section 205 of this image 
processing unit stores moving picture data. A scene designation 
section 202 designates at least one scene in moving picture data 
and sets a key frame in each designated scene and importance of 
the designated scene. Furthermore, a frame characteristics extract 
section 203 acquires a picture characteristics quantity of each 
designated key frame. A scene characteristics information storage 
section 204 generates scene characteristics information including a 
block, a key frame, importance and a picture characteristics 
quantity of the key frame as to each scene designated by the scene 
designation section 202 and stores the information to a memory in 
cross-reference with the moving picture. Digest reproduction to 
reproduce only a major part of designated moving picture data is 
executed or desired moving picture data are retrieved by similar 
picture retrieval of key frames on the basis of the scene 
characteristics information. 
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